Year 4 History Read-Aloud Suggestions
As part of the course, you are encouraged to select and read four books to your child(ren), one to go along
with each of the four units in the course. It is recommended that you read for at least 20 minutes at the end
of each lesson. However, to ﬁnish most books by the end of the unit, a longer reading me will be required.
Some parents choose to do history lessons twice a week but the read-aloud book more o en.

Books on this suggested list are ordered by Jenny Phillips’ top picks, with #1 being the most highly
recommended in each age category. Most book sugges ons include a review by Jenny.

Year 4 History Book Pack
To make your homeschool experience easier and less expensive (two of the main goals of The Good and the
Beau ful), we oﬀer a Year 4 History Book Pack. This pack includes these top-recommended book for each
unit:
Unit 1: Son of Charlemagne

Unit 3: Amos Fortune, Free Man

Unit 2: Ink on His Fingers

Unit 4: Ben Carson: A Chance at Life

Unit 1 Suggested Read-Aloud Books
All Ages (Grades 1–12)
1. Son of Charlemagne by Barbara Willard
This thought-provoking book makes history come
alive as it explores the life of Charlemagne and his
sons and daughters in story form. The 183-page
book is a fairly quick and easy read.
2. Galen and the Gateway to Medicine by Jeanne
Bendick
This book oﬀers a fun way to learn about a great
historical ﬁgure—Galen, a medical researcher in
the Roman Empire. The book is very informa ve,
interes ng, and easy to understand.

the slave realizes that his wife is enslaved in the
city as well, and he wants to secretly visit her every
day. This book is wri en in language for a younger
audience, yet it does contain some mature topics.
For this reason, it is recommended for children in
grades 3–5. Parents should be aware that the book
contains a li le taking the name of Roman Gods in
vain (if that bothers you), the slave kissing his wife
on the mouth a couple of mes, and some mature
topics, such as slavery and whole families being
killed by Roman armies.
2. Pompeii . . . Buried Alive! by Edith Kunhardt

Younger Children (Grades 1–5)
1. A Triumph for Flavius by Caroline Dale Snedeker
This is a short (63 pages), engaging historical ﬁc on
book that follows the story of a young Roman
boy, Flavius, who receives a captured Greek slave
to serve as his pedagogue. Flavius and his slave
become friends, and things get complicated when

Even as an adult, I enjoyed this Level 3 book
because it is packed with educa onal value
and great illustra ons. Readers will learn about
volcanoes and what happened to the ancient city
of Pompeii. Be aware that everyone in the city
dies when buried beneath the volcanic lava and
ash, but it is not treated descrip vely. Also, there
are a couple of pictures of skeletons when the
story talks about how the ancient, buried city was
rediscovered.
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Older Children Only (Grades 7+)
1. Big John’s Secret by Eleanore M. Jewe
Set during the Crusades, this story, published
by Bethlehem Books, is a story of courage,
brotherhood, mercy, faithfulness, and forgiveness.
Big John’s Secret is intriguing, and the moral, literary,
and educa onal value of the book are very high.
There is a slight bit of romance in the book.
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Unit 2 Suggested Read-Aloud Books
Note: As this unit covers the Inquisi on and
the Reforma on—sensi ve historical me
periods—families should carefully select the
book that will work best for them.
All Ages (Grades 1–12)
1. Ink on His Fingers by Louise A. Vernon
In this shorter book, we read about the story of
Johann Gutenberg, who invented the prin ng press,
through the eyes of a ﬁc onal character: twelveyear-old Hans Dunne, appren ce to Gutenberg. I
found this to be deligh ul historical ﬁc on about an
important part of world history that both boys and
girls will enjoy.

With engaging wri ng, Lori rich tells the inspiring
story of Tyndale’s transla on and distribu on of the
Bible. I really enjoyed this book as Tyndale’s story
came alive.

Intermediate Ages and Older (Grades 5–12)
1. Out of Many Waters by Jacqueline D. Greene
This oﬀ-the-beaten-track book was a great ﬁnd! Not
only is this historical ﬁc on book well-wri en and
upli ing, but the plot is cap va ng, the characters
are compelling, and the me period is interes ng.
Two Jewish sisters are kidnapped by religious friars
and sent to a monastery in Brazil for “reeduca on”
during the Portuguese Inquisi on in 1654. When
the sisters implement an escape plan, a suspenseful
adventure ensues. Don’t judge this book by its
cover; this is a fantas c and suspenseful story that
most readers will really enjoy while also learning
more about people, places, history, and Jewish
religious customs. I do not recommend the sequel
to this book because of an inappropriate scene.

This book tells the true story of a largely
forgo en but important and heroic woman of
the Reforma on, Jeanne d’Albret, who becomes
queen of Navarre. This powerful story inspires

3. Morning Star of the Reforma on by Andy
Thomson
This fantas c historical ﬁc on book helps the
Reforma on come alive with a focus on John
Wycliﬀe. Readers also learn about the Black Death
and its impact on the me period. I found this book
very inspiring and cap va ng. I enjoyed the Audible
version.

Older Children (Grades 7+)

2. The Smuggler’s Flame by Lori Rich

2. Wings Like a Dove by Chris ne Farenhorst

as it skillfully tells of Jeanne’s incredible courage
and kindness in a me fraught with dangers and
persecu on. The plot is intriguing, and the story is
packed with meaning and educa onal value. Even
reluctant readers should love this book. This book
will likely be best received by Protestants.

1. The Hawk That Dare Not Hunt by Day by Sco
O’Dell
This historical ﬁc on book centers around the
dangerous journey of William Tyndale as he
translates and prints the Bible in English. The story
is seen through the eyes of the main character,
Tom, a smuggler who makes a deal with Tyndale to
help distribute the Bibles. The book is ﬁlled with
adventure and suspense. This is an interes ng and
worthwhile read, and while it is wholesome and
supports good concepts, it was not as inspiring as I
hoped it would be.
2. The Beggars’ Bible by Louise A. Vernon
This historical ﬁc on book focuses on the life
of John Wycliﬀe. This well-wri en book is full of
educa onal value. Because the plot is a bit complex
and at mes diﬃcult to follow, I suggest this book
for Grades 7 and above. However, younger children
should be able to understand most of the book.
Although I do recommend this very worthy book, I
enjoyed Morning Star of the Reforma on (another
book on John Wycliﬀe) more.
3. The Sword of the Spirit by Joyce McPherson
This book is wri en well and in easy-to-understand
language. However, the concepts and long list of
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characters in the book are a li le more diﬃcult to
follow, so I suggest the books for ages 12 or older.
I think it would be most enjoyed by children 15+.
A er reading this book, I felt that I understood the
life of William Tyndale very well. The author writes
in the style of a ﬁc onalized biography but bases all
of the main events, details, and characters on true
events and people.
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Unit 3 Suggested Read-Aloud Books
4. Courage to Run by Wendy Lawton

All Ages (Grades 1 (or 3)–12)
1. Amos Fortune, Free Man by Elizabeth Yates
This book contains everything I love in a book:
completely clean language, powerful messages,
insights into history and cultures, an intriguing plot,
elevated vocabulary, and exemplary wri ng. This
book is based on the true story of a 15-year-old
African tribal king who is captured by slave traders
and sold as a slave in America. Resis ng bi erness
and retaining hope and dignity, “Amos” leads an
incredibly admirable and inspiring life. This book,
with profound lessons, mo vated me to want to
be a be er person. This is also a book I highly
recommend to adults. The reading, although
it contains elevated vocabulary, is an easy and
rela vely short read. However, because it will be
enjoyed more by an older audience, I recommend it
for ages 9 and older.
2. Sojourner Truth by Peter and Connie Roop
This book is one of my favorite retellings of the life
of Sojourner Truth. Every child needs to hear her
heart-wrenching, yet inspiring, story. This short
book is a combina on of biography and ﬁc onalized
biography. Although it is very engaging, it might not
hold the a en on of children in Grades 3 and under.
3. Harriet Tubman by Ann Petry
I highly recommend this book! Wri en in a
style that is part biography and part ﬁc onalized biography (the author invents some of the
dialogue, etc. but stays true to the facts), the story
is incredibly inspiring and interes ng. I loved the
references to God and faith throughout the book.
The book is also packed with educa onal value as
readers learn not only about Harriet Tubman but
also about slavery, the me period, and the Civil
War. These are the kinds of books that help shape
noble character.

This well-wri en book about Harriet Tubman is an
inspiring page turner. Rich descrip on, powerful
messages, and high educa onal value make this
book a great choice. I also love how God and faith
are incorporated into the story.
5. The Story of Eli Whitney by Jean Lee Latham
(Published by The Good and the Beau ful Library)
Eli Whitney is famous for having invented the co on
gin, but li le is known about the trials he endured
as he developed it, the never-ending legal ba les
he was forced to ﬁght, and his remarkable character
and determina on throughout the process. The
Story of Eli Whitney is an inspiring look at the life
of a determined young boy who overcame many
obstacles and ul mately helped his country grow
and prosper.
6. Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Young Folk’s Edi on by
Harriet Beecher Stowe
Published in 1852, Uncle Tom’s Cabin had an
immense impact on the na on and the eventual
aboli on of slavery. The book is also a great story
that shows the reali es of slavery while also
showing how love and faith can overcome all trials.
This version was wri en for a younger audience
by Stowe herself and does not contain inappropriate language like the full version. There are two
instances that could be considered taking God’s
name in vain, but I felt that the people were truly
referring to God.

Younger Children (Grades 1–4)
1. Escape by Night by Laurie Myers
During the Civil War, 10-year-old Tommy and his
sister are used to seeing wounded soldiers arrive in
their town to be treated at the church, which had
been turned into a hospital. But one mysterious
soldier in par cular catches Tommy’s a en on, and
Tommy will soon be faced with a diﬃcult decision.
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This book oﬀers children a fun way to learn about
history. I like that faith in God is woven into the
book. I do not recommend all books by this author.

Intermediate Ages and Older (Grades 5–12)
1. The Inspiring Story of Harriet Beecher Stowe by
Brenda Haugen
The tle is true to its name—this is an inspiring
story. The well-wri en book gives just enough
informa on for the reader to understand the
amazing impact one woman had on the world.

William Wilberforce. In fact, I am quite in awe of
this man and his story, and I am amazed that more
people are not aware of him. This book is very well
wri en and inspiring, but an elevated vocabulary
makes the book more challenging for young
readers. For a longer, more challenging biography
on Wilberforce, I suggest Eric Metaxas’ book
Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic
Campaign to End Slavery.
2. Prudence Crandall by Elizabeth Yates
(Published by The Good and the Beau ful Library)

2. My Name is Sally Li le Song by Brenda Woods
This is a well-wri en, interes ng historical ﬁc on
with no objec onable material. I really enjoyed
this book! I recommend this as a read aloud for
children 9+ or an independent read for children
ages 11+, as heavy subjects are included, such as
death. However, the author does a great job of
keeping a posi ve tone amidst the severe trials the
young protagonists face. Most reluctant readers
should like this book. The back cover reads: “Sally
Harrison and her family are slaves on a planta on
in Georgia. But when Master decides to sell Sally
and her brother, the family escapes to seek shelter
with a tribe of Seminoles who are rumored to adopt
runaway slaves.” The only thing I didn’t like was
the poor grammar some of the characters used,
even though it was the author trying to make the
characters authen c.
3. Underground to Canada by Barbara Smucker
This is another book by Barbara Smucker that I
absolutely love! The story follows the escape of
ﬁc onal slaves from Mississippi to Canada, but
it is based on ﬁrst-hand experiences found in
the narra ves of fugi ve slaves. I love the way
Smucker does not shy away from faith in God in her
books. She shows the wonderful traits of kindness,
compassion, sacriﬁce, perseverance, friendship,
and integrity while also showing the cruelty of
slavery. The book is very engaging and packed with
educa onal value. This book may be too intense for
younger, sensi ve children.

Older Children (Grades 7+)

In the quiet li le town of Canterbury, Connec cut,
Prudence Crandall is living her dream as a teacher.
She has opened her own school for young ladies
and is enjoying great success from the start. Yet
all of her good fortune is jeopardized when
Prudence admits a young African American student
named Sarah Harris. What unfurls is the true and
s rring story of Prudence’s faith and courage as
she combats the deep-seated prejudices of the
town and oﬀers an opportunity for a life-changing educa on to eager African American female
students.
“The idea of having such a school is insupportable—
reckless hos lity—determined to thwart—property
no longer safe—break down natural dis nc on
between black and white . . . A dire calamity faces
Canterbury—shall we surrender to any other na on
or race?”
“No! No! No!” the people shouted, rising in a body to
give their words more force.
Elizabeth Yates masterfully chronicles the eﬀorts
of the people of Canterbury to force the school’s
closure through in mida on, vandalism, slander,
and legal persecu on, as well as Prudence’s truly
courageous perseverance against such deplorable
aggression. Through it all, Prudence stands a
stalwart warrior of what is right and good. This story
of an admirable ﬁght for educa onal equality and
human dignity is one that con nues to inspire and
upli .

1. Amazing Grace in the Life of William
Wilberforce by John Piper
This short biography (76 pages) gives a glimpse into
the life of one of my favorite historical ﬁgures—
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Unit 4 Suggested Read-Aloud Books
2. Sylvia & Aki by Winifred Conkling

All Ages (Grades 1–12)
1. Ben Carson: A Chance at Life by Janet and Geoﬀ
Benge
This well-wri en and engaging biography of Ben
Carson’s life is inspiring in many ways. Readers
learn how a mother had a huge impact on her
children, how reading changed a boy’s life, how
racism aﬀected people, and how hard work brings
wonderful blessings. This book le me wan ng to
be a be er person and is a must-read for my own
children.

In a real but inspiring way, this book takes a look at
the impact that racism and segrega on laws had on
children in the United States. Based on true events,
this book follows two girls who ﬁnd themselves at
the center of landmark legal ba les, while all they
want is to be able to enroll in school.

2. Ladycake Farm by D. Jeanene Watson
(Published by The Good and the Beau ful Library)
Li le Joe’s family has been saving money for a
long me, and they are ﬁnally able to follow
their dream of buying a 40-acre farm. As the only
African American family in the rural town in the
mid- 1900s, they face challenges, but they face
them with a kindness and op mism that changes
the hearts of those around them. This charming
story of friendship between races and neighbors is a
treasure. The wri ng is wi y and beau ful, and the
characters are deligh ul.

Younger Children (Grades 1–4)
1. I Have a Dream by Margaret Davidson
If you are looking for a biography of Mar n Luther
King for younger children, this is a great choice. This
well-documented book is both informa ve, inspiring,
and interes ng. I feel that the informa on was fair,
clear, character building, and well organized.

Intermediate Ages (Grades 5–12)
1. Teresa of Calcu a by D. Jeanene Watson
This fantas c ﬁc onalized biography follows the life
of Mother Teresa from a li le girl un l her death. I
found this book absolutely fascina ng, engaging,
and inspiring. The cover might not be appealing, but
the book is very highly recommended.
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