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Mae loved school. She 
bounced at her desk 

happily, surrounded by 
crayons, books, and other 
wiggly children, waiting for 
the teacher to call on her.

D
id you know that in your 
backyard there is an ecosystem? 
You might be wondering what 
that is. An ecosystem is a 

community of living organisms that 
interact in a particular place. The 
organisms all work together to create 
a circle of life. Our incredible earth is 
full of many ecosystems, and they are 
all connected. In fact, the earth is one 
gigantic ecosystem. Yet some are small, 
like your neighborhood or your own 
backyard. Even just a small potted 
plant is an ecosystem!
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“What do you want to be when you grow up?” her 
teacher asked the classroom of five- and six-year-olds. 
Mae listened closely as the other kids answered one  
by one.

Doctor. Teacher. Police officer. Mailman.

Mae waved her arm in the air frantically until finally, 
the teacher pointed at her.

“Yes, Mae, what do you want to be when you grow up?”

“I want to be a scientist!” Mae said proudly.

The teacher looked confused. It was 1961 in America, 
and at that time, most people did not believe that 
a little African American girl could grow up to be 
a scientist. In fact, most people would say it was 
impossible.

“Don’t you mean a nurse?” her teacher asked, shaking 
her head.

“No,” Mae said firmly, “I mean a scientist.”

Let’s travel around  
the world and explore 
the ecosystems of three 
different backyards.
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DIAMOND PYTHON

KOOKABURRA

KANGAROO

R
ight next to a river, there is a little green 
clapboard house, and in the backyard are 
lots of tall trees. Up in the trees live 
many wild birds, such as weiros, 

willie wagtails, and kookaburras, creating 
quite a ruckus. Down in the grass, you 
might see kangaroos bounding away or 
snakes seeking some shade from the hot sun. All 
year long, pesky mosquitoes buzz around.
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The weiros like to eat the seeds and 
berries in the trees and bushes. In 
turn, they help to spread those seeds 
so more bushes and trees can grow. 

WILLIE WAGTAIL
W

EIRO

Willie wagtails eat 
mosquitoes, which is 
surely a great blessing 
to the other animals and 
people in the area! The 
kookaburras eat insects, 
fish from the river, and 
even small snakes. 

KANGAROO
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Every animal works together to 
make the ecosystem function.

KOOKABURRASSnakes eat 
mice and other 
small critters, 
whereas kanga-
roos feed on the grass 
and bushes. They are so 
much fun to watch as they 
hop from bush to bush with 
almost no effort! When a 
kangaroo gets old and dies, 
the smaller lizards and some 
birds will feed on the carcass. 
Their waste helps to fertilize 
the soil so more plants can 
grow.

God never creates something 
without a purpose, and if you 
sit and watch the ecosystem in 
your backyard, you can see His 
amazing hand at work!
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Making their  
nests in tree holes, 

kookaburras usually have 
two to four young at a time. 
The young often stay with 

their parents to help  
raise the next  
year’s babies.

Kookaburras catch 
snakes and beat them 
on rocks or impale them 
on tree branches, killing 
the snakes before eating 
them.

Kookaburras eat 
venomous snakes in 
New Zealand and 
Australia.

KING 
BROWN
SNAKE

Kookaburras 
are also known 
as laughing 
kookaburras 
because their 
call sounds 
like a laughing 
monkey.
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Willie wagtails are named because of 
the repeated side-to-side twitching, or 
wagging, of their tails.

The eggs of willie wagtails 
are cream colored with 
brown and gray specks. 

They are incubated by both 
the mom and dad.

Willie Wagtails 
can eat their 

oWn Weight in 
insects every  

day!

8



Weiros usually live 
an average of 15 years 
in the wild but can 
live up to 25 years or 
more!

A species of parrot, the 
weiro can be hand raised 

from an egg and often 
can learn to talk or sing  

various melodies.

Weiros  
are called 

cockatiels in the 
United states.
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cosystems are everywhere you look—out your kitchen window, 
underneath the ground, even on your own skin! They all work in 

perfect harmony, and each is an incredible example of God's creative 
power. In this book you'll travel to three unique ecosystems around the 
world and learn about the plants and animals that live and work there 
side by side. Some are cute and some are creepy, but they all play a 
vital role in keeping their ecosystems—and our earth—healthy.
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