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The curious noises can be traced beyond a riot of colorful wildflowers
to a nearby forest of towering saguaro cacti, which are not found
naturally anywhere else in the world. A closer look reveals that this
“laughter” doesn’t belong to a person at all. This is the call of the
smallest of all owls—the elf owl! Can you spot him?







There he is! It is springtime, and EIf
Owl has just recently returned to his
breeding grounds here in the arid
desert ecosystem of southern Arizona.

EIf owls never build their own nesting
sites, so he has chosen to move into
an abandoned Gila woodpecker
hole, high in this sturdy saguaro.
Now he must defend his territory
and attract a mate with which to
share his new home, so he calls out
across the moonlit landscape.




Because the bright desert days are hot, many other
creatures are also just beginning to stir as the daylight
fades away. Crickets, katydids, and other nocturnal insects
raise their chirping chorus. They sustain elf owls and many
other creatures in this hot, dry climate with their protein and

water content.
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ts,o all trees. Upin the tree
{4, 4"\ many wild birds, such as weiros,
: kaburras, creating

‘1" willie wagtails, and kook

quite a ruckus. Down in the grass, you -
__ - might see kangaroos bounding away or
j’ 44 1 snakes seeking some shade from the hot sun.

'year long, pesky mosquitoes buzz around.
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people in the area! The
kookaburras eat insects,




Every animal works together to
make the ecosystem function.
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