
The beauty of weather has captured the imaginations of artists 

throughout history. Through spectacular paintings artists have 

brought snowcapped mountains, tumultuous waves, windblown trees, 

and foggy mornings to life. Through awe-inspiring artwork and 

thought provoking questions, the beauty of our world’s incredible 

weather patterns comes alive in this remarkable collection of landscape 

paintings from artists around the world.
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Look closely . . . 

“Hallig During a Storm Tide” by Alexander Eckener (1870–1944), 1906, Germany
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. . . and notice 
the beauty 
of weather.

“A Mountain Landscape with a Smithy” by Anton Hansch (1813–1876), c. 1876, Austria

The weather is constantly changing, and there is great 

beauty to be found in every type of weather. Pause for a 

moment and bask in the wonder you feel as you observe 

weather in art as well as in the world around you.

Let’s observe the different types of weather featured in 

paintings from a variety of artists around the world. Calm 

weather, stormy weather, wintry weather, as well as many 

others, are present in different ways in art. Let’s explore the 

beauty of weather!

The painting to the right (“A Mountain Landscape with 

a Smithy,” by Anton Hansch [1813–1876], c. 1876) is so 

realistic that it almost looks like a photograph. Study each 

section of the painting. Do you see blue and pink in the 

snow? Do you see sunlight and shadow on the ground? 

What does the light in this painting tell you about the 

weather in this captured moment in time?
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“Scene from Halland North Coast” by Johan Krouthén (1858–1932), 1912, Holland
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C loudY 
Weather
Cloudy weather is depicted 

in art in a variety of ways. You 

may observe clouds in the 

painting or cloudy weather 

may be implied by the light 

or tone of the painting. 

Clouds diffuse light, making 

sunlight appear softer, 

muted. Let’s examine the 

following paintings of cloudy 

days, taking care to see 

how the presence of clouds 

changes the light in the 

paintings. 

“Storm Clouds” by Albert Bierstadt (1830–1902), c. 1880, Germany
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Compare these two paintings of windmills.

The windmills in these paintings show a key piece of technology that allowed our ancestors to transform the power of the wind into a 
physical force that could be used for countless tasks. People were able to use the power of wind for grinding grains and moving water. 
Windmills also helped with many other industrial and agricultural needs. 

Windmills
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“Świnoujście in the Moonlight” by Johan Christian Claussen Dahl (1788–1857), 1840, 
Norway

“Moonlit Night in Winter Outside Amsterdam” by Elias van Bommel (1819–1890), 1883, 
Netherlands
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“Landscape with Dresden in the Distance” by Heinrich Stuhlmann (1803–1886), 1830, Germany



“Hurricane, Bahamas” by Winslow Homer (1836–1910), 1898, United States of America

Rainbows
Rainbows are an optical illusion. 

Even though they seem like it, 

rainbows are not located in one 

specific place. Their location is 

relative to the person viewing 

them.

Rainbows are formed when 

light passes through moisture 

suspended in the sky. Pure white 

light moves through each droplet. 

As the light exits the droplet, the 

white light shatters into an array of 

brilliant colors! 

God sent a rainbow to Noah after 

the great flood as a promise that 

there would not be another flood 

to cover the whole earth. Rainbows 

are often found in art as a symbol 

of hope and the promise of better 

times to come. 
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“Gathering Storm Near Ry” by Peter Vilhelm Carl Kyhn (1819–1903), 1896, Denmark



Fog
Another element of weather that 

diffuses and distorts light is fog. Fog 

creates a sense of mystery in a scene 

and adds an element of drama to 

what would otherwise be seen as 

ordinary.

As you examine the following 

paintings that depict foggy scenes, 

observe the way the fog changes the 

mood of the painting. How does it 

change the way light is shown? Does 

it make the scene feel mysterious to 

you?
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“Flock of Sheep with Shepherdess on a Rainy Day” by Adolf Kaufmann (1848–1916), c. 1916, Austria
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“Winter Landscape in the Sunlight” by Fritz Müller-Landeck (1865–1942), 1942, Germany
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